
The 3 days conference on Farmers First for conserving soil and water resources        

(FFCSWR-2018) for western region ended on 3
rd

 Feb 2018 with felicitation of a total of 94 

leading and innovative farmers practising soil and water conservation measures from western 

states (Gujarat: 35, Rajasthan: 37, Maharashtra: 15 and Goa; 7).  Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra , 

Secretary (DARE) & Director General (ICAR) was the chief guest on this occasion. While 

speaking on the occasion, the chief guest, Dr. T. Mohapatra, Secretary DARE and DG, 

ICAR, expressed gratitude to the farmers of the country for their immense contribution in 

turning India from a food begging to food exporting country. He further congratulated them 

for record food grain production of about 275 million tonne during 2016-17 including highest 

pulse production in India. Dr. Mohapatra also highlighted the recent initiatives of Govt of 

India including increasing of minimum support price (MSP) by 1.5 times which is crucial for 

improving farmer’s income. He appealed to the Director ICAR-IISWC, other Institutes and 

Agricultural universities to reorient the research programme for addressing new challenges 

being faced by farmers.  

  Dr. M. H. Mehta, ex-VC, GAU and Dr. N. C. Patel, VC-AAU Anand were guest of 

honour of the function.  

While addressing the gathering, Dr. Mehta stressed upon cultivation of vegetables, 

cash crop and post harvest processing along with restoration of degraded land for higher and 

sustainable income. 

Dr. N. C. Patel congratulated the IASWC Dehradun for the unique experiment of 

bringing farmer’s innovation and experience to a common platform shared by researcher, 

policy makers, NGOs and other stake holders and for selecting AAU as venue for the 

FFCSWR-2018. 

Dr. P. K. Mishra, the president IISWC in his welcome address highlighted the about 

the speciality of this conference where farmers are the key speakers. He also added that the 

present conference was the 4th in the series. Earlier similar conferences were organized for 

south, north and north-eastern regions. 

On this occasion, three important publications namely 1. Soil and Water Conservation 

Bulletin-2017 2. Farmers compendium  3. A Bulletin on Appraisal of Soil & Water 

Conservation Interventions & Agro-Techniques in Agra Watershed containing useful 

information on soil and water conservation for farmers and other stakeholders were released.  

Total 14 exhibition stalls from different industries, research organizations and NGOs 

participated in the FFCSWR-2018 were facilitated and 6 best poster award were given to 

different scientists.  

The programme concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr. D. Mandal, the Secretary, 

IASWC Dehradun and with his commitment to follow-up the suggestion made including 

involving more farmers, popularising their success stories. 

 


